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6.5.1 KALBARRI FORESHORE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 

LOCATION:   Kalbarri 

FILE REFERENCE:  10.6.7 

CORRESPONDENT:  Various 
DATE OF REPORT:  6 August 2012 
REPORTING OFFICER: Garry Keeffe 

APPENDICES:   1. Submissions Received  
     

 

SUMMARY: 

 

Council to consider submissions received on the proposed foreshore parkland 

redevelopment plan and to formally adopt the plan with any amendments that 

may arise. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

After receiving a revised draft plan, Council at the April 2012 meeting resolved 

to advertise the draft Kalbarri Foreshore Landscape Master Plan for a period 

of two months to seek public comment. 

 

At the end of the submission period 10 submissions were received and are 

attached. 

 

COMMENT: 

 

The following comments/clarifications are provided on each of the submissions 

received.  

 

No comment on the submissions recommendations/suggestions are being made 

as these should be considered in the next phases of the project that being to 

finalise a plan and that plan to have specific detail of design types of parkland 

furniture etc. 

 

Pascale Delhaize 

 

Makes reference to storm water issues, these have never been raised as a 

concern before and all future car parks will have internal storm water runoff. 

The only car park that has water runoff directly onto the foreshore itself is at 

the central boat ramp and again there have never been concerns from 

environmental authorities or others on this issue. 
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Jan Verbaant 

 

Car Park at Grey Street/Red Bluff Road Intersection – this has not been 

included in the plan as has already been planned for as part of the overall 

Grey Street upgrade which makes provision for a safer entry into a car park 

and lookout with some treatments/landscaping to make the entry more aesthetic 

than it is. 

 

Pontoon/River Use – this is not part of the plans charter and Council has no 

jurisdiction of use in the waters. 

 

Jacqueline Willbond 

 

Bus stop – this was the area requested by the Department of Transport at a 

request from their drivers and unlikely to change. A better bus stop facility 

would be appropriate, however as it is in front of the motel it still needs to be 

low key. 

 

IGA Pedestrian Crossing – if this is referring to an actual Zebra crossing then 

this will not occur due to the requirements stipulated by Main Roads WA.  

 

Allan Wood – VMR 

 

Requesting that consideration of an area for a new facility be considered in an 

area near Chainman’s Beach. The relocation of the VMR will need to be part of 

any plan to allow for a future location. What Council needs to determine is if 

the site requested is appropriate. 

 

Finger Jetty 

 

The location of the current finger jetty was at the request of the Kalbarri 

offshore Angling Club and it was from their request that Council was able to 

obtain a grant for its installation. 

 

There is no provision to install a finger jetty at the new northern site in the 

current project scope and before any consideration can be given the rock 

density and type needs to be established to allow pile driving to hold the finger 

jetty in place. This is currently being investigated and the Department of 

Transport are currently providing such data which will be referred to an 

engineering firm for advice. 

 

When such advice is received then the placement of a finger jetty can be re-

considered. 
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Also within the northern project the Department of Transport did not support the 

placement of a finger jetty at the new site as it would interfere with the 

launching and retrieving of the dredge. However the finger jetty can be 

relocated further upstream from the ramp where it should not interfere with the 

dredge operations. 

 

No funding has been allowed for the placement or relocation of the finger jetty 

and will be subject to the receipt of grant funding. 

 

Community Committee 

 

The project needs to be community driven and within a number of the 

submissions the recommendation for a community committee to be formed to 

progress the plan is supported, this gives all works community ownership. 

 

However the committee can only progress the plan to the point it can be 

adopted by Council to then commence implementation. 

 

The process to date is a very early stage. If Council supports the formation of a 

community committee then the process would be that all comments etc received 

be considered by that committee for placement into the plan, once the 

committee is satisfied that the plan is nearing its final stages then the plan is 

again released for public comment and following that comment period the plan 

should then be ready for final adoption and implementation. 

 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION: 

 

Advertising took place in all local newspapers on the draft plan. Future 

consultation will need to take place once the plan has been developed to a 

near complete status.  

 

GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION: 

 

Once a plan is near final adoption, consultation with all relevant government 

agencies should also take place. These agencies are to include the Department 

of Environment & Conservation, Department of Transport, Department of 

Waters & Rivers, and possibly others. 

 

FINANCIAL & BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

 

Council will incur future costs to implement the plan and grant funding for 

majority of the plan will need to be obtained. 
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STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

 

Local: Shire of Northampton Planning for the Future 2009-2019 

 

Council Strategic Plan is not specific to this project. 

 

VOTING REQUIREMENT: 

 

Simple Majority Required:  

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION – ITEM 6.5.1     

 

That Council: 

 

1. Seek community membership for a community based committee to 

progress the development of a final plan for the redevelopment of the 

Kalbarri foreshore parkland area, with that committee to have at least 

two Council representatives. 

 

2. That the community committee be required consider all comments from 

submissions received for inclusion or non inclusion within the next draft 

of the plan. 

 

3. That the community committee to determine its chairperson and to 

provide secretarial services with Council to provide assistance with 

future community consultation, advertising etc. 
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6.5.2 RPT SERVICES – KALBARRI AIRPORT 

LOCATION:   Kalbarri 

FILE REFERENCE:  12.2.3 

DATE OF REPORT:  6 August 2012 
REPORTING OFFICER: Garry Keeffe 

 

SUMMARY: 

 

Council to determine the future of Regular Passenger Transport (RPT) services 

into Kalbarri Airport. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

The Kalbarri airport since its construction in 2001 has had RPT services 

operating through initially Skippers Aviation then it was changed to Skywest 

and under the recent state government tender process the service has reverted 

back to Skippers. 

 

Over the years of operation the number of passengers now using the RPT 

service has dropped dramatically. Many reasons can be attributed to this drop 

but it is certain that two main factors are the cost and the time needed to travel. 

For example if you wish to fly from Kalbarri to Perth you are required to fly via 

Carnarvon. Also for Carnarvon passengers for them to fly to Perth they are 

required to go via Money Mia and Kalbarri at certain times.  

 

With the RPT numbers decreasing it is placing a large cost and staff time 

burden on the Council and therefore the future of continuing an RPT service 

needs reviewing. The financial issues relating to RPT are reported on in the 

financial implications section of this report. 

 

The passenger numbers for each year are as per the following: 

 

   Year            Perth to Kalb    Kalb to Perth Total   

2011/12  203  211    414 

 2010/11  481  490     971 

2009/10  520  575  1095 

2008/09  841  781  1622 

2007/08  1177  1123  2300 

2006/07  1030  1073  2103 

2005/06  928  428  1356 

2004/05  318  224    542 

 

The current fee is $15 per arrival or departure. 



  SHIRE OF NORTHAMPTON 
 ADMINISTRATION & CORPORATE REPORT – 17 AUGUST 2012 

 

 

 
President:.....................................             Date:  21 SEPTEMBER 2012 31 

 

The airport is currently a licensed airport to allow for aircraft with 30 plus seats 

to operate from and also for night use by aircraft allowed.  

 

To allow 30 seat aircraft the airport requires a number of inspections on an 

annual and biannual basis, being Airport Technical Inspection by an 

independent qualified inspector, cost $6,200, every two years a Safety Audit 

Inspection by a qualified officer, cast $2,000 to $3,000, the cost of maintaining 

required manuals, undertaking risk management inspections, training exercises, 

various meetings etc. 

 

FINANCIAL & BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

 

The airport has never operated in a surplus since its construction. The 10 year 

business plan for the airport indicated that for the first ten years that an 

operating deficit would occur. 

 

However in the downturn of passengers and flights, it is unlikely that an 

improvement in the financial burden on Council is likely. Following are the 

deficits incurred of reach year and also the income earned from RPT services: 

 

    Deficit  RPT Fees 

2004/2005   $16,736 $  5,150  

   2005/2006   $31,143 $10,553 

   2006/2007   $17,315 $21,030 

   2007/2008   $14,590 $23,390 

   2008/2009   $  9,650 $23,685 

   2009/2010   $  4,685 $17,730 

   2010/2011   $21,871 $14,565 

   2011/2012   $31,684 $  5,325 

 

For 2012/13 the estimated deficit is $32,780 with RPT income estimated at 

$5,000. 

 

As stated earlier for the airport to operate at its licenced requirements has 

additional cost burdens, technical inspection $6,300 plus and safety inspections, 

now around $3,000, the RPT fees received now does not cover these costs as 

well as staff time to inspect aerodrome a half an hour prior to the RPT service. 

 

With no RPT service the technical inspection cost is eliminated as the airport 

would become a registered airport only and restricted to aircraft with less than 

30 seats.  
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COMMENT: 

 

By changing the registration but keeping the airport to the current standard it 

can be changed for a licenced aerodrome to a registered aerodrome if the 

time came where a more viable RPT service was available. 

 

Although the savings are relatively small, $6,000 per annum, it does not seem 

feasible in the long term to keep RPT services unless the passenger numbers 

increase dramatically. 

 

There are however other issues to also consider. 

 

Skippers Aviation were contacted in March 2012 to determine what effect it 

would have on them if the licencing of the airport was changed. They advised 

that if a change occurred then they would be in breach of the state government 

agreement to provide 30 seat aircraft to Kalbarri, Monkey Mia and Carnarvon. 

 

It is also advised that at present the Carnarvon Shire is seeking to have the 

route to Exmouth and the north by Skywest changed to incorporate Carnarvon. 

If this was to occur then it is unlikely that flights to Kalbarri and Monkey Mia 

would be viable. 

 

An option that can be investigated is for a charter service to operate between 

Geraldton, Kalbarri and Monkey Mia if the Carnarvon flight was changed. 

 

Another option is to seek a government subsidy for the Kalbarri route which 

would make airfares cheaper and the route more viable to an operator. Before 

the new airport was constructed a charter RPT service was subsidised however 

that ceased when the new airport was constructed and changes to RPT routes 

throughout WA were amended. It is unlikely that the route would be subsidised. 

 

If Council were to progress with changing the licensing of the aerodrome and 

RPT services ceased then the first step would be to commence negotiations with 

the Department of Transport as they are the regulators of the RPT routes. 

 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION: 

 

Consultation will need to be undertaken to advise the community of any changes 

that may occur. 
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GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION: 

 

As stated in the comment section, the first step would be to meet with the 

Department of Transport to first discuss the implications of ceasing an RPT route 

to Kalbarri 

 

VOTING REQUIREMENT: 

 

Simple Majority Required:  

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION – ITEM 6.5.2     

 

For Council consideration. 
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